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North Atlantic Security 


Negotiations between the United States and the 
Scandinavian countries, now very much in the public 
eye, have highlighted the central issue of the North 
Atlantic Pact. How can the security of the nations 
in this area be best protected? 

Some believe that a higher degree of security will 
result if the Scandinavian countries join with the 
U. S., Canada and the five Brussels Pact nations in 
a mutual defense treaty. Sweden and Denmark, 
however, seem to feel that a separate Scandinavian 
defense pact would serve the purpose better, and 
would not needlessly or dangerously antagonize the 
Soviet Union. It might also help to build up a bloc 
of buffer states between East and West. Norway is 
considering these possibilities. 


Military Planning 


Meanwhile, military coordination and joint defense 
planning is proceeding for Britain, France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg through the 
machinery set up by the Brussels Pact. U. S. and 
Canadian observers are present at many of the Con- 
ferences. Thus ground work is being laid for 
broader cooperation through a North Atlantic Pact, 
when and if it comes into existence. Estimates are 
being made of the amount that would be needed 
for military aid from the United States. This is a 
crucial figure because of its effect upon the U. S. 
budget and the European Recovery Program. 


The Pact and U.N. 


The relationship of the proposed pact to the United 
Nations continues to be one of the main points of 
public concern. The American Association for the 
United Nations urges that the United States take 
the initiative in negotiating a general, not regional 
pact; or at least that the North Atlantic Pact be 
used as a nucleus for a broader pact, open to signature 
later by other countries. It seems clear, however, 
that the United States is at this time negotiating a 
regional North Atlantic Pact, and that the American 
people will have the choice of accepting or rejecting 
that Pact. 
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Presidential Responsibility 


The President of the United States has probably 
the most responsible job in the country but he lacks 
the authority to do it well, according to the findings 
of the Hoover Commission. General Management 
of the Executive Branch, the first of many reports 
to be made at regular intervals until about April 
1, shows confusion and a lack of clear tines of au- 
thority within the Executive branch. 

This means citizens aren’t getting the quality of 
service they should from their government. They 
cannot hold the Chief Executive accountable unless 
he has sufficient authority and control to do the job. 


Revising the President’s Office 


The Commission recommends first that changes 
be made right within the President’s own office. The 
President needs a Staff Secretary to keep him in- 
formed of the staff work at top levels on major 
issues with which he is concerned. He should have 
an Office of Personnel to help him solve the vast 
problems connected with being the nation’s biggest 
employer. He needs an Office of the Budget, to 
serve as the managerial arm over the vast operations 
of the Executive branch. 

The President, says the Commission, should have 
an Office of the Economic Adviser headed by a 
single individual instead of the present three-man 
Council of Economic Advisers which is inappro- 
priate for a staff agency and contains danger of 
public disagreement. 

Two agencies should be made formally a part of 
the President’s office. They are the present National 
Security Council, which deals primarily with effec- 
tive coordination of the nation’s military services, 
and the National Security Resources Board, which 
studies programs and policies to provide the most 
effective mobilization of industrial and civilian 
resources in time of war. ? 

The Commission also suggests ways to free the 
President from limitations in the control of his Office 
and ways of coordinating staff and advisory work to 
make it more effective. 


(Continued on next page) 


NORTH ATLANTIC SECURITY 
(Continued from p. 1, col. 1) 


In a recent statement, U.N. Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie said that regional security arrangements 
“can be a very useful element in building a United 
Nations system of collective security provided they 
recognize the supremacy of the Charter 
No regional arrangement can ever be a satisfactory 
substitute for the United Nations. If people gen- 
erally began to accept alliances as a substitute for 
genuine, world-wide collective security, then the 
hope of a lasting peace would be greatly endangered. 


“T hope, therefore, that whatever is done on a 
regional basis by any of the member countries will 
be carried out in such a way as to strengthen, not 
weaken, the United Nations.” 


PRESIDENTIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
(Continued from p. 1, col. 2) 


Combining Departments and Agencies 


The President cannot adequately supervise the 
65 agencies, departments, boards and commissions 
reporting directly to him now, says the Commission. 
It therefore recommends that these 65 agencies, etc. 
be grouped into one-third of that number. This 
does not include the many “independent” regu- 
latory agencies with quasi-judicial or quasi-legislative 
functions. 


The Commission endorses legislation to give the 
President certain powers to reorganize the Executive 
branch, subject to the negative vote of both Houses 
of Congress. A bill for this purpose has passed the 
House but certain exemptions were made over the 
protests of the President and the Commission. The 
Senate Executive Expenditures Committee recently 


completed hearings on both the House and Senate 
bills, H. R. 2361 and S. 526. 


The Commission’s report and the report of the | 
“task force” which did the basic research on this 
question may be obtained from the Superintendent @ 


of Documents, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for 20¢ each. 


Some Standing Committees of the 8lst Congress 


Save this for future reference 


Senate Labor & Public Welfare 2 
Dem. Rep. 
Elbert D. Thomas, Utah, Chair- Robert A. Taft, Ohio. 


man. George D. Aiken, Vermont. 
James E. Murray, Montana. H. Alexander Smith, New Jersey. 
Claude Pepper, Florida. Wayne Morse, Oregon. 
Lister Hill, Alabama. Forrest C. Donnell, Missouri. 
Matthew M. Neely, West Virginia. 
Paul H. Douglas, Illinois. 
Hubert H. Humphrey, Minnesota. 
Garrett L. Withers, Kentucky. 


House Education & Labor 
Dem. Rep. 


John Lesinski, Mich., Chairman. John M. Vorys, Ohio. 
Graham A. Barden, N. C. Frances P. Bolton, Ohio. 
Augustine B. Kelley, Pa. Lawrence H. Smith, Wis. 
Adam C. Powell, Jr., N. Y. Chester E. Merrow, N. H. 
John S. Wood, Ga. Walter H. Judd, Minn. 
John F. Kennedy, Mass. James G. Fulton, Pa. 
Wingate H. Lucas, Tex. Jacob K. Javits, N. Y. 
Cleveland M. Bailey, West Va. John Davis Lodge, Conn. 
Leonard Irving, Mo. Donald L. Jackson, Calif. 
Carl D. Perkins, Ky. 

Charles R. Howell, N. J. 

Hugo S. Sims, S. C. 

Andrew Jacobs, Ind. 

Thomas H. Burke, Ohio. 

Tom Steed, Okla. 

Roy W. Wier, Minn. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act (H.R. 1211): Passed by 
the House on February 9. Hearings began in the Senate 
Finance Committee on February 17. 


European Recovery Program (S. 833 and H. R. 2362): 
Hearings on the bills to authorize continuation of this pro- 
gram through June 30, 1950 are currently being held by 
the Senate Foreign Relations and House Foreign Affairs 
Committees. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 246): The Senate Labor and 
Public Welfare Committee, which has been considering this 
bill in executive session, agreed on February | to meet at a 
later date for final consideration of S, 246 and a separate 
bill providing school health services. 


Repeal of Margarine Taxes and Fees (H. R. 3): Hearings 
scheduled for March 1 before the House Agriculture Com- 
mittee (Cooley, D., N. C., Chm.). 


Legislative Budget (H. Con. Res. 22): Both Houses of Con- 
gress have passed and sent to the President a bill postponing . 
from Feb. 15 to May 1 the date for reporting the legislative 
budget established under the Legislative Reorganization Act 
of 1946. 


Electoral College (H. ]. Res. 2): Subcommittee #1 of the 
House Judiciary Committee has been holding hearings on 
this proposal to amend the Constitution to change the system 
of electing the President and Vice President. The hearings 
will be concluded February 25. 
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